BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF KITTITAS
STATE OF WASHINGTON

RESOLUTION
NO. 2810~ 05

A Resolution Amending the Kittitas County Homelessness and Affordabie Housing
Committee’s Grant Application, Guidelines and Instructions for Distribution of ESSHB
2163 Homeless Housing and Assistance Funds Pursuant to RCW 36.22.179

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature enacted RCW 36.22.179 which became
effective July 24, 2005, as later amended (“ESSHB 2163 homeless surcharge funds™); and

WHEREAS, in 2002, RCW 36.22.178 authorized a Ten Dollar surcharge on certain
documents recorded with the County Aunditor’s office for the purpose of provi ding funds to
operate and maintais low-income housing projects (“SHB 2060 surcharge funds™); and

WHEREAS, thereafter, in addition to the surcharge authorized in ROW 36.22.178
(surcharge to provide affordeble housing) the homeless surcharge funding bill under RCW
36.22.179 authorized a further Ten (10) Dolar surcharge on documents recorded through the
County Auditor’s office for the purpose of providing funds for homeless housing programs, with
an increase to Thirty (30) Dollars by HB 2331 effective July 26, 2009, such increase
mcorporated by reference herein without further reselution by the Board of County
Conmmtissioners; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution Ne. 2005-96, on July 19, 2003, the Board of Kittitas County
Comumissioners established a separate Homelessness Housing and Assistance Fund for deposit
and accounting of the Ten Dollar homeless surcharge funds, (and increased to Thirty Dollars
under HB 2331 on July 26, 2009), required to be collected by the County Auditor pursuant to
ESSHB 2163, and

WHEREAS, the portion of the ESSHB 2163 surcharge funds retained by the County
must be alocated to eligible homeless activities that serve households in the County and its
Crties and Towns according to an Interlocal Agreement consistent with countywide and local
housing needs and policies; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2005-98 on August 2, 2005, and Resolation No. 2005~
134 on November 15, 2005, the Board of Kittitas County Commissioners created an ad hoc
commitiee to assist the County in creating a plan for use of the ESSHB 2163 Homeless Housing
and Assistance Funds; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2006-151 on November 7, 2006, after recommendation
by the County’s Homelessness Assistance Act Planning Committee, the Board of Kittitas
County Commissioners adopted a plan to guide programs created to reduce homelessness in
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Kittitas County and forwarded its plan to the Washington State Department of Community Trade
and Economic Development as required by law; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 2008-174 on December 16, 2008, the Board of Kittitas
County Commissioners combined the former Affordable Housing with the former Homelessness
Committee, to address comprehensively the issues of homelessness and affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, said Committee, was named the Kittitas County Homelessness and
Affordable Housing Committee,
and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2009-12 on February 3, 2009 and after public comment
and hearing, the Board of County Commissioners adopted a Plan presented by the Kittitas
County Homelessness and Affordable Housing Committee, which plan was consistent with
direction by the Board of County Commissioners; '

WHERFEAS, after approval by the Board of County Commissioners of the Committee’s
Plan and funding framework, the Homelessness and Affordable Housing Commitiee prepared a
set of Guiding Principles, together with a Grant Application and Instructions, subject to the
Board's approval, to serve as a framework for allocating the homeless surcharee monies to the
various homeless housing projects permiticd under ESSHB 2163, RCW 36.22.1 79; and

WHEREAS, after review of the Homelessness and Affordable Housing Committee’s
recommended Guiding Principles and its proposed Grant Application and Instructions, the Board
of Kittitas County Commissioners adopted Resolution 2009-72 on May 19, 2009, _approving the
same for use in the application proeess pursuant to applicable Interlocal Agreements,

WHEREAS, afier using the adopted guidelines in 2009, the Committee recommends the
following changes to these guidelines for use in 2010:

a. Consistent language changes to Section 2 Local Plan Guiding Principles allowing up
to 12% of funding to be used for administrative costs of the grant.

b. Changes in Section 2-G to allow for two grant periods per yea, starting February 1,
2010

¢. Changes to Section 4 requiring specified goal statements for the project.

d. Changes to Section 5 clarifying the signature of the Certifying Official of the Local
Jurisdiction

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: After review of the Homelessness and
Affordable Housing Committee’s recommended amended Grant Application, Guidelines and
Instructions, the Board of Kittitas County Commissioners adopts the same for use in the
application and grant process according to law.

DATED thig day of , 2010, at Ellensburg, Washington.
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Homelessness Prevention and Reduction Funds

Grant Application, Guidelines, and instructions
(Amended January 19, 2010)
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Section 1 — The Homeless Assistance Act Program

The Washington State Legislature passed ESSHB 2163, the Homeless Housing and
Assistance Act {“the Act”}, into law in April 2005. The law requires each county in
Washington State to have a Homeless Housing Task Force to prepare and recommend to its
iocal government legisiative authority a ten-year homeless housing pian for its
jurisdictional area which shall be not inconsistent with the Washington State Department
of Community Trade and Economic Development’s {“department” or “CTED”) statewide
temporary guidelines, for the December 31, 2005, plan, and thereafter the department's
ten-year homeless housing strategic plan and which shall be aimed at eliminating
homelessness, with a minimum goal of reducing homelessness by fifty percent by july 1,
2015. The local government may amend the proposed local plan, to be adopted by
December 31, 2005. Performance in meeting the goals of this local plan shall be assessed
annually in terms of the performance measures published by the department. Local plans
may include specific local performance measures adopted by the local government
legislative authority, and may include recommendations for any state legislation needed to
meet the state or local plan goals.

Section 9 of the Act establishes a fund at the County level, with one dollar of every
instrument filing with the County Auditor to be collected by the County and used only for
uses defined under the law and referenced herein,

Permissible Uses Under the Law

{a) Rental and furnishing of dwelling units for the use of homeless persons;

{b} Costs of developing affordable housing for homeless persons, and services for
formerly homeless individuals and families residing in transitional housing or permanent
housing and still at risk of homelessness;

(c) Operating subsidies for transitional housing or permanent housing serving formerly
homeless families or individuals;

(d) Services to prevent homelessness, such as emergency eviction prevention programs
including temporary rental subsidies to prevent homelessness;

{e) Temporary services to assist persons leaving state institutions and other state
programs 1o prevent them from becoming or remaining homeless;

{f} Cutreach services for homeless individuals and families;

(g} Development and management of local homeless plans including homeless census
data collection; identification of goals, performance measures, strategies, and costs and
evaluation of progress towards established goals;

(h) Rental vouchers payable to landiords for persons who are homeless or below thirty
percent of the median income or in immediate danger of becoming homeless; and

{i} Other activities to reduce and prevent homelessness as identified for funding in the
local plan (e.g. discharge planning, case management, etc,).
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Definition of “Homeless”

"Homeiless person" means an individual living outside or in a building not meant for human
habitation or for which there is no legal right of occupancy, in an emergency shelter, or in
a temporary housing program which may inctude a transitional and supportive housing
program if habitation time limits exist. This definition inciudes substance abusers, mentally
ill people, and other disenfranchised persons who are homeiess.

Section 2 - Local Plan Guiding Principles

The foliowing Guiding Principles are recommended to the Kittitas County Board of
Commissioners (BOCC) for the implementation of ESSHRB 2163, RCW 36.22.179.

A. Administration

The Kittitas County Board of Commissioners has primary responsibility for administration of
the program, which funds are maintained by the County Auditor’s office pursuant to RCW
36.22.179 until disposition is approved and made by the BOCC, after recommendation by
the Kittitas County Homeless and Affordable Housing Committee.

B. Review Committee

The Kittitas County Homeless and Affordable Housing Committee (“The Committee”) shali
receive and make recommendations on grant applications and provide accountability far
use of homeless assistance funds. The Committee members will be required to foliow
established conflict of interest policies, at a minimum those requirements outlined in
statute at Title 42 RCW. The Kittitas County Board of Commissioners shalf make the final
determinations of awards.

C. Fund Availability

Annually, the BOCC shall pubiish a Request for Proposal {RFP} through its established
methods during the first week of February and the first week of August. This notice will set
forth the purpose; amount of funds available; term of funds to be awarded: deadline for
submission of funding applications; where to obtain an application; and other information
related to the application process.

In addition to the RFP Process, the Review Committee may, upon application, recommend
disbursement of funds outside the annual RFP process to meet emergent needs.
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